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All Spain turned itself into a fiesta of rejoicing. Liberty
had at last arrived !
Even the Republicans, Socialists and other Left Wing
people were astounded at the furious outburst of feeling
against the monarchy and absolutism.
A provisional Government of the Republic was formed.
There were three Moderate Socialists in it, and the remainder
of the Cabinet consisted of Moderate Republicans and
Liberalish representatives of the comfortable middle-class.
Senor Alcala Zamora in due course became President.
He was, it should be noted, a devout Catholic and an owner
of considerable property. Realists, therefore, knew that
little was to be expected of him. The first work of the new
Government was to draw up a Constitution, which was
promulgated on 9th September 1931. It is an interesting
Constitution which, in its wording and sentiments, is in-
spiring. In the main it follows the Mexican Constitution
of 1917 and the German Weimar Constitution of 1919.
It was composed by excellent jurists with. Liberal-Demo-
cratic views. Article i reads as follows :
Spain is a Democratic Republic of Workers organized in a
regime of Justice and Liberty.
Amongst proposed reforms it provided that religious
organizations should be considered as "Associations governed
by a special law.'' The Catholic Church was to be separated
from the State ; the hated Jesuits were dissolved and pro-
hibited. Religious orders were forbidden to engage in
business or teaching. Property was expropriated where
necessary for social utility, with provision for compensation.
Single Chamber government on democratic lines was to be
formed on a basis of general suffrage. Certain clauses pro-